Cryoglobulinemic membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis: beyond conventional therapy.
Membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis associated with Type II cryoglobulinemia is the predominant type of HCV-related glomerulonephritis. Immunosuppressive and anti-viral therapy is alternately used to treat it, but the results are not always satisfactory or lasting. In this paper we report 3 cases of cryoglobulinemic membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis, treated with different and personalized therapeutic approaches by using conventional therapy and new drugs such as mycophenolate mofetil and rituximab. Our case series report emphasizes the importance of choosing the treatment for each patient, taking into account many factors: age, severity of liver and renal involvement, extra-renal manifestations, any previous treatment, contraindications or adverse events and last but not least the balance between immunosuppression and virus activity.